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NOTES ON BALLOT INTERPRETATION

There are only a few rules to remember when interpreting ballots:

RULE NO.1  The initial paragraph of the instructions to any ballet, “VOTE FOR NO
MORE THAN X CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATE AND Y
CANDIDATES FOR ALTERNATE DELEGATE?”, is paramount.

A voter may cast his or her ballot in any combination of candidates and/or slates, so long as the
total number of votes cast for candidates for any office does not exceed the maximum number of
candidates to be elected to that office as stated in the instructions. So, a valid ballot might
include a vote for a full slate (Exhibit A), a number of individual candidates (Exhibits B-1 & B-
2) a combination of slate(s) (Exhibit C) and a combination of slates and individuals (Exhibit D1

& D2).

RULE NO.2 A voter may validly vote for less than the maximum number of candidates
to be elected to any office; never more than the maximum number.

A valid ballot may include less than the maximum number of votes allowed to be cast for a
particular office, made up of votes for a partial slate (Exhibits E-1 & E-2) or a combination of
partial slates, votes for a number of individual candidates (Exhibit F) or votes for a combination
of partial slate(s) and individuals (Exhibits G-1 & G-2).

RULE NO.3  Each office is to be treated separately in tallying votes.

A ballot is totally void if too many votes are cast for all offices (Exhibits H-1 & H-2). If too
many votes are cast for delegate, but not for alternate delegate (Exhibits I-1 & I-2), only the
votes for alternate delegate will be counted; if too many votes are cast for alternate delegate but
not for delegate (Exhibits J-1 & J-2) only the votes for delegate will be counted.

RULENO.4 In the event that a voter votes for more than the maximum number of
candidates for any office:.

> Slate Votes Are Given Priority Over Individual Votes
> Equals Cancel Each Other; Superiors Cancel Inferiors.

A vote for an individual candidate is equal to a vote for any other individual candidate(s); a vote
for any slate is equal, to a vote for any other slate. However, under the Election Rules, a vote for
a slate (or slates) is superior to a vote for any individual candidate(s). Where too many votes of
equal priority, e.g. slate v. slate (Exhibits K-1-K-3) or individual v. individual (Exhibits L-1—
L-3) have been cast for a particular office, the votes cancel each other and no vote is counted for
that particular office, '

Where, however, excessive votes have been cast in combination of slate votes and individual
votes, votes given superior priority (a slate or slates) are counted; votes without priority (an
individual or individuals) are not counted for that particular office — See Exhibits M-1 - M-5)

Attached is a schedule incorporating these rules which may be helpful as a quick reference.
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