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Re: Election Officer Case No. r-4j§ -3C7-CSF

Gentlemen: N

A pre-election protest was filed pursuant to Article XI of the
Rules for the IBT International Union Delegate and officer
Election, revised August 1, 1990 ("Election Rules®). In his
protest the complainant, Louis D. Riga, contends that his rights
under the Election Rules were violated by an article concerning his
candidacy for General President of the IBT which appeared in the
January, 1991 edition of the Northern California Teamster. The
Election Officer’s jnvestigation revealed the following.

Louis D. Riga is an announced candidate for General President
of the IBT. 1In November, 1990, the Northern california Teamster
published a front page article about IBT General President
MccCarthy’s decision not to seek another term as General President
and McCarthy’s endorsement of IBT International Vice President R.
v. Durham to succeed him. Large portrait photos of McCarthy and
purham were part of the article. While Mr. Riga receives the

Northern California Teamster, he did not file a protest concerning
the coverage of Mr. Durham.
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A protest was filed by another IBT member, alleging that the
article and photo of purham violated Article VIII, Section 7 of the
Election Rules, seeé Election office Case No. pP-054-JC7-CSP. To

resolve this protest, the Northern California Teamster agreed to .
publish a similar article, with photographs, concerning the three™

other announced candidates for IBT General President. Mr,'Ron
Carey, Mr. Walter Shea and Mr. Riga were informed that the paper
would be running a similar article and invited the cagdidaies t

b

Mr. Riga complains that the item that he submjitted to the
editor of the paper was not printed. The purpose of the remedy in
p-054-JC7-CSF, was not to provide the candidates with an open forum
in a union publication, see Election Rules Article VIII, Section
g, but to resolve an alleged violation of the Election Rules with
respect to the Norther California Teamster’s previous coverage of
candidates for IBT General President. The Flection Officer finds
that the text of the article about Mr. Riga, and the other
candidates for IBT General President, remedies the past protest and
does not constitute a violation of the Rules. i -

The Northern california Teamster, as part of the resolution
of the protest in P-054-JC7-CSF, also agreed to publish photographs
of the other candidates for IBT General President. The photographs
of McCarthy and Durham in the November edition of the Northern
california Teamster are standard shoulders up portraits. Mr Carey
and Mr. Shea provided similar portrait photos. However, Mr. Riga
provided the paper with a waist up standing photo. In order to
present photos of the candidates in the same format as the McCarthy
and Durham photos, the editor of the paper cropped and enlarged the
Riga photo. Because the image of the cropped portion of the Riga
photo was enlarged, it is not as clear as the original. The
Election Officer finds that the difference in quality of the Riga
photo, if any, is negligible.

For the foregoing reasons, the Election Officer f£inds that the
Election Rules have not been violated and therefore the instant
protest is denied.

If any interested party i{s not satisfieda with this
deternination, they may request a hearing before the Independent
Administrator within twenty-four (24) hours of their receipt of
this letter. The parties are reminded that, absent extraordinary
circumstances, no party may rely upon evidence that was not
presented to the Office of the Election officer in any such appeal.
Requests for a hearing shall be made in writing, and shall be
served on Independent Administrator Frederick B. Lacey at LeBoeuf,
Lamb, Leiby & MacRae, One Gateway Center, Newark, New Jersey 07102-
5311, Facsimile (201) 622-6693. Coples of the request for hearing
must be served on the parties listed above, as well as upon the
Election officer, IBT, 2% Louisiana Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.

submit biographical materia%fand photographs. S jﬁ%
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c. 20001, Facsimile (202) 624-8792.
accompany the request for a hearing.

A copy of the protest must

Election Officer

cc: Frederick B. Lacey, Independent Administrator, IBT
ponald E. Twohey, Regional Coordinator



