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Re* E l e c t i o n O f f i c e Case No P-603-LU89-SCE 

Gentlemen: 
A p r e - e l e c t i o n p r o t e s t was f i l e d by V i n c e n t L M e r e d i t h 

p u r s u a n t t o t h e Rules For t h e IBT I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union Delegate and 
O f f i c e r E l e c t i o n , r e v i s e d August 1, 1990 ( " E l e c t i o n R u l e s " ) . I n 
h i s p r o t e s t Mr. M e r e d i t h a l l e g e s t h a t t h e E l e c t i o n Rules were 
v i o l a t e d as a r e s u l t o f a campaign m a i l i n g by t h e opposing s l a t e 
o f c a n d i d a t e s f o r d e l e g a t e and a l t e r n a t e d e l e g a t e s t o t h e 1991 IBT 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention. The E l e c t i o n O f f i c e r ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
r e v e a l e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 

Mr. M e r e d i t h was a ca n d i d a t e f o r d e l e g a t e t o t h e 1991 IBT 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention r u n n i n g as p a r t o f t h e " L o c a l 89 Rank & 
F i l e S l a t e f o r Ron Carey". The o t h e r s l a t e o f c a n d i d a t e s r a n as 
p a r t o f t h e "Norman C Hug S l a t e " . As p a r t o f i t s campaign, t he 
Norman C. Hug S l a t e sent a p i e c e o f campaign l i t e r a t u r e t o a l l 
members o f t h e L o c a l Union P a r t o f t h i s campaign l i t e r a t u r e i s a 
l e t t e r , d a t e d February, 1991, t o Mr Hug fro m Denise L Cross, a 
UPS Shop Steward. I n t h a t l e t t e r Ms. Cross makes repeated 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e TDU, i e , Teamsters f o r a Democratic Union, and 
i m p l i e s t h a t t h e " L o c a l 89 Rank & F i l e S l a t e f o r Ron Carey" i s p a r t 
o f o r endorsed by t h e TDU Mr M e r e d i t h o b j e c t s t o t h e statements 
i n t h e l e t t e r as u n t r u e and v i o l a t i v e o f t h e E l e c t i o n Rules. 

The c o u r t s have rec o g n i z e d t h a t s t a t e m e n t s made i n t h e course 
o f an i n t e r n a l u n i o n e l e c t i o n campaign, even u n t r u e statements, 
cannot s e r v e as t h e b a s i s f o r i n t e r n a l u n i o n d i s c i p l i n e See, e g 
S a l z h a n d l e r v. Caputo. 316 F. 2d 445 (2d C i r . 1963) S i m i l a r l y , 
t h e c o u r t s have a l s o r e c o g n i z e d t h a t a l l e g e d l y l i b e l o u s statements 



r 
made m t h e l a b o r d i s p u t e s cannot serve as t h e b a s i s o f s t a t e law 
t o r t a c t i o n s . Farmer v U n i t e d Brotherhood o f Carpenters & J o i n e r s 
o f America. 430 U S 290, 305-306 (1977); see a l s o , Old Dominion 
Branch No. 496 v A u s t i n . 418 U S 264 (1974). T h i s p o l i c y o f 
encourageing f r e e and open debate i n i n t e r n a l u n i o n a f f a i r s i s 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e purpose o f t h e E l e c t i o n Rules, see, e g. 
A r t i c l e V I I I , S e c t i o n 6 (g) ( t h e Union s h a l l n o t censor campaign 
m a i l i n g s ) . 

For t h e f o r e g o i n g reasons t h e i n s t a n t p r o t e s t i s DENIED. 

I f any i n t e r e s t e d p a r t y i s n o t s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h i s 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , t h e y may r e q u e s t a h e a r i n g b e f o r e t h e Independent 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r (24) hours o f t h e i r r e c e i p t o f 
t h i s l e t t e r . The p a r t i e s a r e reminded t h a t , absent e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , no p a r t y may r e l y upon evidence t h a t was n o t 
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e O f f i c e o f t h e E l e c t i o n O f f i c e r m any such appeal. 
Requests f o r a h e a r i n g s h a l l be made i n w r i t i n g , and s h a l l be 
serve d on Independent A d m i n i s t r a t o r F r e d e r i c k B. Lacey a t LeBoeuf, 
Lamb, L e i b y & MacRae, One Gateway Center, Newark, New J e r s e y 07102-
5311, F a c s i m i l e (201) 622-6693. Copies o f t h e r e q u e s t f o r h e a r i n g 
must be served on t h e p a r t i e s l i s t e d above, as w e l l as upon t h e 
E l e c t i o n O f f i c e r , IBT, 25 L o u i s i a n a Avenue, N W., Washington, D. 
C. 20001, F a c s i m i l e (202) 624-8792 A copy of t h e p r o t e s t must 
accompany t h e r e q u e s t f o r a h e a r i n g . 

Very t r u l y y o u f s . 

l i c h a e l H. 
E l e c t i o n O f f i c e r 

cc* F r e d e r i c k B Lacey, Independent A d m i n i s t r a t o r , IBT 
Peggy A H i l l m a n , R e g i o n a l C o o r d i n a t o r 


